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O6A Lot Kindergarten

=am Architecture + Querkraft

A kindergarten belonging to a Parisian social housing reveals its materiality with wooden structure

The ambitlous urban regeneration zone of Clichy-Batignolles,
in Paris’ 17th arrandissement, covars over 538000m? of land.
The historic site s served by train lines leading to Saint Lazare
train station and the close beltway: the intention is for the
project to cantribute 1o & graater urban density in the built
envimonment of the nelghborhood.

Lot 064, constructed round Martin Luther King park, includes
127 social housing facilities, a preschool and a day nursery.
One of the averriding goals is o abiain a3 much space and

sunlight as passible for the cutdoor playgrounds of the
schopl and daycare center. The guestion of perosities and
wiews created between the spaces is vital; the final volumetric
chasign is the direct result of a rational considzration af the
programmatical and site constraints

The choice was made to densify the housing areas, grouping
apartrments inta two buildings of up to 50m high, Thesea tow-
ers, on the north and south diagonal of the site, allow maxi-
AL 5|.Ir'|-||gl'lt far Bath pla:,lgn:unds, and at roon the shadow
from the tower covers only the roof of the kindergarten.

The project is Intentienally as cpen as possible towards the
park, with the space in betwaen the towers ceating viaws
from the street to the park, with its foliage and trees also vis-
ible from the schoal,

Both the schoaol and the kindergarten were conceived with

& cammon goal: to create as much valuable, usable space as
possible from areas which might ordinarily be overleoked

a5 secondany, & corridar can become an extrz room, the
antechamber of a classroom cowld be useful for small group
activities, and so on. The designars’ airm is ta maximiza the
potential of space, such that every room can 2njoy multipls
functions. The potential contained in each space supports the
idea that each one coubd host various activities and moments,
It is intended that the school could also become a place Tor
ather community activities once the classes ane done, cpen-

ing owt the spaces into welcoming places for others. The
presence of a stage, framing & unigue view of Mantmartre,
Coveris the roorm fram a circulation hall to a fliexible spaca
for hesting events, The architecture ks intended to be adap-
tive and flaxible in the long term. The chaice to showease a
structure made of columns and beams with light walls s part
of this strategy; the building can be redefined in the future
to host naw indaor functions without changing its global ar-
chitecture. The architects' have endeavored to design a place

that respects the nesds of its future users without coman-
miging an design wision

The issue of materials is essential to architecture, but al too
often limited to facades and ormamentation. This projecd aim:
o pul into perspective the antagonism of many buildings,
whareby a conflict exists between structural or techinical
materiale and those materials used to disguise them, ina
shallow, arnamenting layer with a short life span.

Here, the project breaks free fram fashion-dependent cona-
mentation: instead the raw quality of the materials is under-
lined, by revealing the structure of the building. The material
beauty |5 enhancsd by the authenticity of this approach,
Techmical components are left visible, showcasing their func-
tionality.

The main concept Is to alm for thuth in construction. The
wioaden structune of the kindergarten and school can be
patrcaived bath from inside and outside the bullding. On the
cutside, the spirit af the swooden strectur is translated into
wooden cladding and framewarks of French Larch.

These materlals represent a struetural necessity for the build-
ing a5 much as its external appearance, 4s such, an element
of architectural control remalns over the appearance af the
buildireg sirce it becormes virtually impossible te change the
aspect of the construction without damaging its structural
parts.
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